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Dear children, 

Were you able to guess the answer tothe puzzle I posed in the last issue? Its 
actually very simple, A glass tube was placed in the mouth of the tap to extend 
upto the basin on the floor. The so-called outlet pipe was actually an inlet pipe. 
Water flowed from a tdp in an adjacent bathroom, travelled through the inlet 
pipe, climbed up the glass tube, and overflowed from inside the mouth of the tap. 
The over flowing water completely concealed the glass tube. So, it appeared as 
ifwater was lowing from a tap without any pipe connections! Excess water was 
drained from beneath the basin through another concealed rubber tube. Potted 
plants were used for concealment. 





A simple trick which fooled many. 
April is a tong way off. But you can 
plan simple and harmless tricks during 
Christinas hols to fool your dear ones 
on April first! Once the cat is out of 
the bag they will laugh their head off, 
that is, if they have a sense of humour. 
So, first make sure of their sportive 
spirit! 





Right now January is nearing and 
it's time for some new year resolutions, But let me warn you, resolutions are not 
‘worth much without the will power to stand by them. So, make your resolutions 
simple and acceptable to you. Itis better to resolve that you will study sincerely 
‘and that you will not watch TV for more than an hour a day, rather than resolving 
that you will come first in the class and that you will never watch TV. Get it? 

$0, good luck with your new year resolutions. Happy New Year! May God be 
with you, 

Love, 


\ysee 


‘Of all created things the lovelies K. Rajendran 
‘And most divine are children. Edita. 
—William Canton 
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‘THE SHOWER THAT 
NEVER WAS 


We sat up all night on Nov. 18, 
hoping to glimpse the shooting stars. 
One or two meteors did fall from the 

sky. But for ameteur star- 


gazersit proved to be a night 





of learning about the stars. We learnt 
about Ursa major and Ursa minor, 
Orion, Auriga, Cancer etc. It was fun, 
however, waiting for a spectacle to 
happen. 

‘A. Mulund, age 18, Bangalore. 


PUBLISHED! 


‘Thank you for publishing my story. 
Can [ illustrate my story and should I 
write my age and address everytime I 
send in an entry? 
RV, Mayilvahanan, Don Bosco 
HS., Madurai. 
Ys, Mayitoahanan, you have to send 
in your name, age and name of the school 
along with your address everytime you send 
in an article : 
Wehavea pane of artists who illustrate 
{for the items that go into Gokulam. So, you 
thon’ have to send én your Mhustrations 


‘WILDLIFE WORRY 
Tagree with the author of ‘A Visit to 
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the National Park’ (Nov. issue). It is 


time we meted out stringent punish 
ments to people violating rules regard- 
ing wildlife, Zoos mustalso be banned. 





Imagine being caged for an entire life 
time. Ifwe don’t take immediate steps, 
future generations may ee animalslike 
tigers and lions only in pictures and 
theatres. 





J. Shyamala, XIStd., 
AVS Science College, Bhadravathi. 
CLEVER CHILDREN 


I liked the story ‘Manu’s Clever 
Puppies’. Children should learn atan 
early age to face any eventuality these 
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S. Jayashree, Std. V, 
St. Thomas Eng. Prep. 
School, Chennai. 


ran 


Kites in the air 
Tugging at me, 
| brace against the pull 
And stand firmly 
Kites, kites, kites 
They fil the sky 
With the colours of freedom 
shining bright 
M. Gokulanathan, 








std. VA, 
SBOA School, 
Chennai 4 / HOWTO SEND? 
/, ‘Can we send black & white 
Ue drawings? 


D. Swathi, Std. VIII, St. 
Anthony's Eng. School, 
Bangalore. 

Dear Swathi, 

You may send in black & white 
Pictures. But remember to send in 
your age, name of the school and 
your full house addres. 


PUZZLE QUERY 
The number of triangles in 
the puzzle on pg. 67 of Dec, "98 
issue is 56 and not 3 
K. Nithya, XC, St. Michaels 
‘Academy, Chennai, 






‘THE BROKEN VASE 
The story in Now. issue was 
days, Why don'tyouallocate twomore by Shecla Nayak and not by Usha 
pages for art gallery? Why don’t you Koundinya. ‘The error is regretted. 

a new feature on historical places? — Editor 











Adidress detcits: 
GAME WAY MATH 
PK Srinivasan, No. 20, 25th Street, Thilai Gange Nagar, Chennoi - 600 061. Ph : 2346813. 
‘STUDENTS’ IDENTITY CARD 
Issued by STIC Travels, 476, Mount Road, Temple Tower Bidg. Chennai 
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he thir- 
teenth 
Asiad 
began on Dec. 
6. This is the 
last games for 
MM this century. This 
JSSmcnixe Sports event 
CAS may not provide 
much enthu 

qnctnye@® asm for sports 
lovers in India 








There is very little to cheer. 
Sports giants like Japan and 

sdenpaitaneno China are in 
hopes of gold for nda! 





SPORTS 
FESTIVAL 


AT 
BANGKOK 


India has set its sights on in- 
dependent __ participants 
Jaspal Rana, Geet Sethi, a few 
others in the weight lifting, 
wrestling etc. are its only hope 
Yachting, a relatively new 
sport is another strong point for 
India. India's lone hope in the 
team event is Khabbadi. But 
Bangladesh has also fielded its 
candidates. It remains to be 
seen if India can return home 
with gold. India is participat- 
*.panese 


expectedtorome 
Tome with most 





* Gymnastics Indias agging behind. 


the fray'for the 300 od: 
gold medals. 

Yet, we can look for- 
ward to a month of plenty 
of sports activity. A few 
records will tumble. The 
gymnastics and the 
swimming section will 
find a new crop of 
youngsters making their 










ing in 23 
events. Fortyone 
countries are participat- 
ing. There are 6000 par- 
ticipants. Thailand has 
fielded 1000 partici- 
pants. 

In the swimming sec- 
tion, it appears Japan 
will romp home with 
most of the gold med- 
als. China has fielded 


name in the sports field. 


only 20 swimmers. Japan has 
already set an early lead with 
Naoki Takahashi picking up the 
gold for the women's marathon, 
on the inaugural day. She set 
a record by clocking 2 hours 
and 21 mins. But it is China 
that's leading the medal table. 
I was a colourful display 
of Thai's cultural ethos. 
Heavy security has been 
posted for the games. The 
mascot for the games, Chia yo 
is a hot favourite among the 
Thai children. The Asian 
games village wears a festive 
look. The spirit of the games is 
‘friendship’. Winning medals 

comes only later, 
India's medal tally fell from 
87 in 1982 Asiad to merely 27 

* can go rng gold or na? 


he opening ceremony 





in the 1994 Asiad. With such a 
dismal performance Indians 
cannot hope for a rich haul of 
gold. The cost of travelling and 
spending a month away from 
home is rather high. With most 
players having to live on a shoe- 
string budget even at home, it 
may be difficult to make a trip 
to Bangkok. Besides, the offi- 
cials have allegedly chosen to 
turn a blind eye to talent. For- 
eign coaches have commented 
that some of the players con- 
sidered to be able to win med- 
als haven't been considered for 
the games. Instead, men's and 
women's team for football have 
been sent 
The IOA officials argue that 
even if these teams didn’t win 
medals, the games would 
prove to be a warm-up season 
for the players. They would be 
training for the Afro-Asian 
games to be held in India in 
2000. Football will be a com- 
pulsory event in these games. 
The football team in Bangkok 
echoes this sentiment. The only 
game they hope to win is the 
match against Nepal 
Meanwhile India is hoping to 
host the 2006 Asiad Games 
Malaysia's also in the fray since 
ithas developed the infrastruc- 
ture for the event after holding 
the commonwealth games. 
Till then it is Chia yo and 
Bangkok. 
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He wears figure-hugging 
Jeans, 
His hair Is done up in wierd 
styles. 

‘She wears four-inch high 
heels, 
And walks as if she plans to 
touch the sky! 
Today's student talks of movies 
all day long, 
He tries to ape heroes and sing 
film songs. 
He believes he must be a prince 
of beauty, 

But he has little sense of duty. 

He never bothers to attend the 

class, 


d-Disney 































gum Inside the class, 
He's never found in the reading 
hall, 

But found lazing around eating 
chips at a nearby stall. 

He hasn't the time to prepare 

notes from books, 
But gets a degree by hook or by 
crook. 
He expects comforts at all stages 
of life, 
‘And finds finally he cannot suc- 
ceed in life. 


B. Shreekkanth, 
Std. XI, Sir. M. 


Rao School, 
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ky watchers waited up ea 
§ gerly on Nov. 17 for the 


breath 
tronomers b 


king event. As 
id a strange 


nately the meteoric showers 
not turn out to be as grand as it 
supposed to be. Earth 
passes Close to the comet once 


did 


was 


SPECTACLE IN THE 


spe 


ing to pass by the debris of the 
comet Temple-tuttle 

In India it was termed as ‘a 
magnificent diwali’ by nature 
Adults and children alike were 
excited. For more than a week, 
the excitement lasted. Unfortu- 
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tacle 
was about to 
unfold on 
Nov. 17. The 
earth was go- 


every thirty 
three years. 
Astrono- 
mers said 
this rare 
event would be grander than the 
previous sighting of 1966. Sci- 
entists world over, feared the de- 
bris of comet Temple-tuttle could 
cause untold damage to the 500 
satellites orbiting the earth. In 
India, we were informed that re- 
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lays on TV would be shut down 
after 11 p.m. on Nov.17. 

In Korea, China and Japan, F 
people saw the meteors rs 









* Alen pieces of rock ofa 
meteor found on the root of & 
‘bulling in Caleuta, 


n Japan, Mt. Fuji in 
[ fironiza “as 

home to a number of 
tourists and ameteur as- 
tronomers, Most Indians 
saw just a couple of 
shooting stars. In Cal- 
cutta a couple of men 
even said that a few 
f pieces of rock fell on 
earth. They said the 
rocks were not hot 
pieces of stone but they 
smelt of sulphur. The 
stones have been taken 
to a laboratory to verity 
the claim. 
In Sonar in Haryana, 
many waited up late into 
the night hoping to catch 
the shooting stars 





























* A-meteor above Mt. Fujin Fujnomiya, Japan, epotied 


‘early in the morning on Non Apart from one or two 
falling from the sky. In China, stars little was seen 
a nineteen year old girl lost Afterall the hue and cry, com- 


her balance while watching mon people have blamed the 
the heavenly shower. She had meteorologists for not giving a 
a fatal fall from a height of 15 clear picture. Scientists and as- 
metres tronomers too were battled. 
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They had predicted that earth 
would pass comet temple- 
tuttle on Nov. 18. But people in 
Hawaii and Philippines had 
seen the meteor showers early 
on Nov. 17 morning. Also. 
about 1000 rocks were sup- 
posed to hit earth's atmos- 
phere. But eye witness records 
have put it at only 500 or so! 
Scientists say the meteor's de- 
bris was much less than ex- 
pected. The meteoric showers 
probably took place during 
day. With sun shining, we 
would hardly be able to see the 
meteors! 


eanwhile this meteoric 
M spectacle has given room 

to plenty of superstitions. 
Some people believe it is ‘bad 
‘omen’ while others believe ‘fall- 
ing stars’ mean good times 
ahead. 

The meteors were visible only 
in unpolluted, unlighted areas. 
The sky had to be cloudless, and 
there should not be any lights. 

Scientists heaved a sigh of re- 
lief when the earth passed the 
comet's debris. Apart from 


some cosmic dust, earth's 
satellites had not been dam- 
aged. 





IN CONSULTATION 


A famous Irish barrister 
had to appear before a judge 
who had a known dislike for 
the barrister. The Irish bar- 
rister’s wit unnerved the 
judge. The barrister be- 
gan talking about his 
case. But the judge did 
not seem to pay any atten- 
tion to him. Instead he 
patted a dog which sat 
beside his chair and said 
something to it. 

The barrister stopped 
and looked at the judge 
and the dog. “Go on,” 
said the judge. “I beg 
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your pardon,” said the barris- 

ter. “I thought your lordship 
was in consultation.” 

Anjana Nambi, 

VIII A, St. John’s SSS, 

Chennai. 








who lived in a small town, His 
wile died leaving behind a son, 

Krishnappa planned to find a suitable 
bride for his son. He was keen to get 
his son married to a decent gil of high 
birth and breeding and of a honourable 
family. Near Krishnappa’s house lived 
three palleygars (men of noble birth) 

The eldest of the three had a daugh- 
ter of marriageable age. Krishnappa 
asked the palleygar for his daughter's 
hand in marriage for his son. Palleygar 
made enquities about Krishnappa’s as- 
sets. Krishnappa replied frankly “my as- 
sets are worth nearly Rs. 150 lakhs 
which I have gained in honest dealings. 
| will give my son haf of this." 

The palleygar laughed at the offer 
and said, "No™ 

“Tell me then what would you have 
me do?” asked Krishnappa. 

“| want you to give all your wealth. 
You yourself will have no legal claim to 


K fishnappa was a rich merchant 









said the palleygar. "If you agree to 
this, the marriage can be arranged, oth- 
erwise nt,” 

For a while Krishnappa was in a fix 
Then he made his decision and said, 
“itt shall be done according to your 
wishes.” Thus before witnesses he di 
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vested himself completely of all his 
wealth and his son was married to the 
ppalleygar's daughter, After two years, 
ason was born to them. 


Id Krishnappa continued to live 
with them but he realised that 
by giving away everything to 

his son, he had not acted wisely. He 
was subjected to insult and shame. 
Thus 12 years passed. Krishnappa was 
row old and bent with age. His grand- 
son grew Up into a tall Boy. His son’s 
wife had started hating the merchant 
so much that she kept asking her hus- 
band to get rid of the old man, 

(One day she said, "Husband i you 
ove me send your father away. The 
sight of him makes me lose my appe- 
tite, 





‘Wite” answered he, ‘as you wish.” 
Soon afterwards he told his father, 
“Father leave our house. We cannot 
provide for you any more now, It is all 
over." The old merchant begged his son 
fot fo turn him out of his house. But his, 
son was determined. 

The merchant then prepared to 
leave. He requested his Son to permit 
him to take some clothes to protect him 

from the cold outside. This re- 
quest was also not granted. 
However, the son agreed to 
give his father a horse cloth, a 
piece of rough cloth used as 
covering for horses. He asked 
his young son to go to the sta 
ble and give his father the best 
horse cloth available there. 


he clever young boy said, 
‘Grandad come with me.” So 
Krishnappa went fo the stable, 
with a heavy heart, The boy chose the 
best horse cloth he could find there. 
This he folded in two, and taking out 
his knife divided the cioth into two por- 
tions. He then gave to his grandfather 
cone haif of the divided cloth, 

“Child” said Krishnappa. “what have 
you done? Why have you cut the cloth 
that your father has given me? You were 
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ordered to give me the entire horse 
loth, | shall return and complain to my 
son about this.” 

"Go where you like” replied his 
grandson, “for certainly you shall have 
rothing more from me.” 

Krishnappa went away from the sta- 
ble. “Son” he said, “punish your son 
forhe has disobeyed your orders." And 
he told him everything. The boy was 
taken to task by his father and asked to 
give all the cloth 

The boy replied, “Dad | will never 
do that for then how shall! pay you back 
when you are old? For, just as 
you have asked 


RETOLD STORY 
father to leave your house, so will I. | 
will need the horse cloth then." 

The father listened to these words 
and sighed heavily. He repented his evil 
intentions and turning to Krishnappa 
said, “Father, please stay with us. | was 
being very wicked. Please forgive me. 
Henceforth you wil live in comfort which 
is your night in this house. 

Naveen Kumar, Age 16, X A, 
Delhi Kannada School, 
‘New Delhi 











{D_ My brother is always fighting with me. 
IF complain to my parents, they say they 
are fed up with our fights. What should I do? 

‘Sruthi Hartharan, age 9, Bangalore. 


Dear Srathl, 
1 Wine causes the Aghts? If he wants 0 
play with you then play with him for some 
time during your play te. If he cisturbs 
you durtng your study hours, tell him to 
ep himself busy because It's your study 
‘hour. Your brother will learn 
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lamin Std, X. 1 tend to ‘follow’ others. 

How can | prevent this? I want to be a 
leader. I want to make my life Fruitful 

Lakshml, age 15, 

Bangalore, 





Ifyou Yellow people who have attained 
“greatness in some fel, then there Isnoth- 
ing 0 be ashamed of. We learn only by 
following in thelr footsteps. Remember, 
there may be a few following in your foot- 
steps too. 


1 am in Std. Vil now. Since Std. Ml 1 
‘have won prizes in dance performances in 
school. This year when I wanted to partic- 
pate in a dance competition my vice-prin- 
pal wouldn't allow me to compete. She 
said 1 win in the competition every year. 
Her favourite student has won the prize this 

yeas. What shall 1 do? 
B. Shanky, St. John's Church, 
Secunderabad, 


Dear Shanky, 
Ifyou are good at dancing may be you 


randma 
WORM 


could learn the art from a professional 
dancer. You could win accolades in this art 
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as you grow up. Remember, competitions 
‘In schoo! don’t matter much when you set 
your sights higher. 


Hove cricket, t want to play n district- 
level tournaments. My studies are getting 
neglected. Please advise, 

Ramaswamy, Std. XI, K.S.K. Trlchy. 


Dear Ramaswamy, 

Talk t0 your par- 

cents. Ifyou are very 
talented in cricket 
then you should opt 
‘to develop yourself 
in the game. Playing 
district-level tourna 
‘ments may mean 
‘much hard work. 

Would you ike to 
become « profes- 
sional cricketer in fu- 
‘ure? Ifyou find sat: 

Isfactory answers to 
these questions, 
then go ahead. 





| study in a co-ed, school. It was a 
fhiend's birthday, (He Is a boy). | gave him 
present. A git who noticed this has given 
it a ‘wrong’ meaning. | spoke to my par- 
‘ents about this. They have asked me not to 
involve them in my problems, Have I done 
something wrong? 

Archana, Nolda. 
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Dear Archana, 
@ If your parents have Ignored the whole 
Issue why should you worry? People who 


ouly a 
birthday 
Sut! 








deliberately try to malign a good trlend- 
ship should not be taken seriously. (gnore 
the gitt’s comments. 


(don't have friends in my class though 

| am jovial and friendly, But | have friends 

In other classes. How can | make friends 
‘out of my classmates? 

‘Maanast Radhakrishnan, 

1% A, KVCLRI, Chennal, 


Dear Maanasi, 
(9 Flends can be made very easily. Some- 
times, certain friends come with you for 
We You could invite some of your elass- 

‘mates to your house. You could begin play- 
‘Ing team games ike - basket ball, volley 
bball, hand bal, cricket ete. You could go in 
for ‘combine-study’ with a classmate of 
yours. You are 

‘sure to make 
fiends this 
way. 


Love, 
Grandma 



































A’ puzzle 


Every answer here starts with A 
1) Tama small creature but I 
build hills, 
AL. 
2) T fly like a bird in the sky 
A 











8) He was the famous Indian 
astronomer and mathematician 





key 


was regarded as the fia 
ther of Modern Biology’? 

A eS 

6) The grandson of Chandra 
Gupta (indian Emperor) 

res 

7) Who wrote the book ‘Buddha 














AL 

11) Though born Irish, fought 
for India’s freedom, staunch sup- 
porter, president of the Theosophi- 
cal Society 

A. - 

12) Which state is known as 
“The copper state"? 





jin. was invented by 
AW Seas 
14 The first person to reach 
South Pole 





sula? 

Aeteaes 

16) Which is the largest sea 
bird? 

AL ae 





Alka Shetty 
Std VIII, Mangalore 








Answer Page 72 
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NUMBER PATTERN 


1) Answer the following 
123456789 
+ 123456789 
+987654321 
+987654321 
+ 2 
2) Rotating numbers 
Find the answer 
142857x1= 
142857x2 
142857x3= 


MATHS TRICK 


Ask your friend to think up two 
consecutive double digit numbers. 
‘Then let him double the first and add 
itto the second, Finally, to the total 
ask him to add four and give you 
the resulting number. 

Trick:- Simply substract 5 from 
the result and divide by 3. You will 
get the first number and automati- 
cally the second. 

N. Chandra Kumar, Std Vill, 
Mother Teresa HS, Bangalore 


ANSWER THESE 


1) On what did the boy write his 
essay? 
2) What did the mother rope say 
to the baby rope? 
3) What weighs almost nothing, 
but you can't hold it for long. 
Girish V. Sahani, 
Std Vil, Shri Sahajanand Pri- 
mary School, Anmedabad 
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ye 





142857x4= 
142857x5 
142857x 
3) Find the sum of each row hori- 
zontally and vertically. 
144424845472 
4248454741442 
+4424+8454741= 
4547414442482 
+74144424+84+5= 
+B 547414442 
4) innit ?= 
co. 





J. Janani, age 12, 
‘School, Chennai 


RIDDLES 


Dam soft. but nat sith: Tam come 
fortable, but not a chasr: 
You use me at night: whe am 7? 
~ Bed 
You use me when you come from 





G7 am chased 9 will become a 
bud. % 7am opened 9 will become 





B.K.Anuradha, 
‘Std IX, Nirmala Convent, 
Mysore 


kg 
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DIWALI FOR ALL 


T vas in V1 standard then. It was 
Diwali and my brother and I were 
enjoying ourselves parading in our new 
dresses, We decorated our house with 
candles and diyas. My father returned 
home with a packet of crackers, A friend 
of my father too gifted us a box of 
crackers, A girl of my age stood by 
watching us light up the crackers. I gave 
some of my crackers to her, Her face lit 
up. She then spent the day with us, 
lighting crackers. 

I gifted afew crackers to our maid who 
also has children. 

twas an unforgettable diwali for me. 

J. Rohini R 
Std, VIII A, KV IIT, Chennai, 








MISTAKEN IDENTITY 


My sister is very absent- 
minded. One day she returned 
home in the aftemoon. She had had 
a bad day at school. We sat for 
lunch. | was engrossed in an 
Agatha Christie novel so | merely 
downed what had been served on 
my plate. 

It was only when 
she let out a loud yell 
and rushed to the 
wash basin did | look 
up. My sister was pale 
and vomitting. It then 
occurred to me that 
she had mistaken the 
Rasna juice (cola) 
which my mother had 
prepared in the morn- 
ing and left on the ta- 





ble for ‘rasam’. She had consumed 
quite a large quantity of it before 
she realised her mistake. | doubled 
with laughter. My sister glared at 
me. If looks could kill, ! would not 
have been alive to relate this inci- 
dent to you! 


Ruth Vijitha, age 14, 
Rosary MHSS, 
Chennai 
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BURNT BLANKET 


One night 1 tt the mosmutto 
coil and placed it below the cot be- 
fore going to sleep. I had covered 
myself with a blanket to ward off 
the cold breeze. 

Usually I toss and turn in my 
sleep. My blanket had slipped and 
fallen on the floor. I was woken up 
by my father. He said he could smell 
something burning. 

He lifted the blanket from the 
floor. To my horror, I saw the blan- 
ket had been burnt by the mosquito 
coil. 

‘My mother was upset that such 
a beautiful blanket had been burnt. 
My grandmother said she would 
‘make a curtain out of tt 

Today the blanket hangs as a 
curtain in my room. The burnt por- 
tion has been cut off 

Everytime I look at the curtain, 
T remember what a lucky escape T 
had had that day. Ifonly Thad been 
more careful, I would still be using 
the blanket to cover myself. 








K. Geetha Bharathi, 
IV B, Balalok MHSS, Chennai 


GOKULAM Jonvery'9 








th 


I recenty vsted the Bycuto 
z00. Since my visit in March ’96, 
there has been much improve- 
ment. The lions now have huge 
boulders on which they bask or lie. 
under its shade when the sun gets 
too hot. 

The three indian elephants had 
been kept chained during my 
earlier visit. 

Now, they have an enclosure 
of their own. A moat has been 
built and the elephants were re- 
Jaxing more comfortably. * 

The crocodiles were lazing in 
the sand. Of the nine leopards 
housed in the zoo, a few were 
sleeping. One leopard lay on the 
large iron bars specially made for 
the animals to exercise their limbs. 

The Himalayan black bears 
spent their afternoon chewing 
sugarcane stems, The zoo houses 
@ pair of jackals, a herd of hog 
deers, some blackbucks and four- 
horned deers. 

There are a couple of Royal 
Bengal tigers in the zoo. The walk 
through the aviary was fun. The 
‘one horned rhinoceros was am- 
bling in its enclosure. The 200 Is 
called “Veermata Jeejabhai 
Bhonsle udhyan.” Since the anl- 
mals are in open enclosures they 
give us a feeling of being in theit 
Natural habitat. 

‘Madan Mohan, age 13, 
Lok Kalyan PS, Kalyan 
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yftiendand had won a quiz 

competition, We had won a 

one-week holiday to Jaipur. 
‘All our expenses were to be paid by 
the organisers of the competion. We 
were to stay na five-star hotel at Jaipur 
My riend and | were waiting a the sta- 
tion for the train that would take us to 
Jaipur, We recalled our amazing vic~ 
tory at the competition. 

When the train arrived we searched 
‘ut our compartment and decided to 
hitthe sack immediately. The train soon 
chugged out ofthe station. | glanced 


A journey 





around at the other passengers. 

There was a chatterbox old 
woman, a middle-aged man with a 
heavy paunch, blond hair anda droop- 
ing moustache, a quiet peasant anda 
businessman who looked quite quar- 
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relsome . They would be my compan- 
ions til we reached Jaipur. 

My friend switchedon his walkman 
and fished out a magazine. Soon, he 
was engrossed in it, | took my Jane 
Austen classic and climbed onto the 
upper berth, 

must have dozed for | was woken 
up when something hit me. It was a 
spanner, llooked down, The business- 
man and the blond-haired man were 
hurting at each other whatever things 
they could lay their hands on, Spoons, 
books and even brief cases were be- 
ing hurled, My friend ex- 
plained thatthe blond-haired 
passengerhad accidentally 
spilled some sauce on the 
businessman's trousers. The 
fight had been going on for 
sometime. The frail old 
woman who couldn’ get a 
word nto the battle sucicienly 
pulled the alarm chain, The 
train jerked to a stop. 

The ticket checker ar- 
rived. The two men had to 
part with Rs, 250 each for 
their misconduct, 

{returned to my berth, 
Soon, there was commotion 
again. | was roughly woken 
up by my friend. | noticed the blond- 
haired passenger and the business 
man shaking hands, Jaipur had ar- 
rived. We parted company with our 
‘friends! and left for the hotel discuss- 
ing the events on the train. 

AN. Vinay, age 12, 
Presidency School, Bangalore 
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reams do not come 
from ‘another world’. 
Nor do they look into 
the future. They do 
not prophecy anything. They 
are not messages from some 
outside source, either. 

Dreams have much to do 
with our emotions, fears, 
longings, wishes, needs and 
memories. Something on the 


WHAT ARE 


DREAMS 


‘outside’ may influence 
what we dream. If a 
person is hungry, or 
tired or cold, his dreams 
may include this feeling. 
Ifthe covers have 
slipped off your 













bed, you may dream you are on 
aniceberg. The material for the 
dream one hasis likely to come 
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from the experience one has 
had 

An experiment conducted on 
aman proves this theory. 

Aman was asleep and the 
back of his hand was rubbed 
with a piece of absorbent cot- 
ton 

He dreamed that he was ina 
hospital and his sweetheart was 
visiting him. She was sitting 
beside him and strok- 
ing his hand! 


Psychoanalysts have 
made a special study of 
why we dream, what we 
dream and what those 
dreams mean. Some 
believe that dreams are 
expressions of wishes 
that didn’t come true. 





of frustrated 
yearnings. In other 
words, a dream is a 
way of having your 


wish fulfilled. 


R. VINOD, age 13, 
Sri Sankara Vidhyalaya, 


Chennai. 
a 





hen 

Bhavana 

was born 
she had to be han- 
dled with much 
care. In place of 
{| hard bones she had 

ies. As she 
grew up, these 
cartilages harden- 
ed to form the 
bones. ‘The skele~ 
tal system forms the 
base on which the 
muscles and flesh 
develop. The bones 
are covered by 
tissues, Blood ves- 
sels and nerves 


ONE 


nourish them. Bones are joined to 
each other by cartilages. ‘The bones 
act as lever for the body. 

Bhavana’s skeletal system will 
closely resemble the gorilla’s skele~ 
tal system. Both gorilla and man 
have the same number of bones 
‘They are merely shaped a little dif- 
ferently. Man's vertebral column is 
similar to that of a fish 
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Human vertebral column acts as 
the central axis around which the 
body is built, Of the 33 vertebrae, 
seven are cervical, ‘They make the 
framework for the neck. Twelve are 
thoracic vertebrae, ‘The five large 
vertebrae in the middle of the back 
are known as the lumbar vertebrae, 
‘The next five are jointed into one 
bone, ‘These five vertebrae are 
known as the sacrum. ‘They are 
wedged into the hip bones on either 
side. ‘The last four bones of the 
spinal cord are fused into one bone, 
known as the coceyx, 





hen Bhavana was an embryo 
she exhibited a tail like struc- 
ture. Slowly the tal disappeared as 
the embryo began developing, 
Bhavana’s face has 14 bones in 
all. The skull is made of eramum, 
Only the lower jaw is movable. The 
rest of the bones are jointed. ‘They 
are fitted into each other by saw-like 
edges. 
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‘The thigh bone, called femur is 
the largest bone. 

Bhavana’s lungs and heartare pro- 
tected by the daggerlike breast 
bones. Each of herhand has 27 bones. 
Each of her foot has 26 bones. Her 
wristsand ankles are made up of small 
irregular bones. ‘The arms and legs 
are connected to the spinal cord by 
the shoulder girdle and the pelvic 
girdle. 

If Bhavana must keep her bones 
healthy then she must eat plenty of 
calcium, Bones are made of mineral 
salts, Of all mineral components, 
calcium phosphate and calcium car 
bonate a 
bones. 














fe more in quantity in the 


The marrow runs down the mid- 
dle of large bones. ‘The marrow is 
made of blood cells and fat, All bones 
are bound together by strong, white 
fibrous bands called ligaments. 








he ligaments are elastic 
allow for easy movement. 
union of two bones is called a joint. 
‘There are 230 joints in the body. 
‘The jointsare known according to the 
movement that takes place in the 
joint. The joints are known as 
sliding, hinge, pivotal or ball- 
and-socket joint. 
“The end of the bones 
are held together by 








ligaments. They are 
provided with a 


glossy covering of 
GOKULAM Jonry 9 


BODY TALK 






cartilage, ‘The 

joints are covered by 
special ligaments known as the 
ale, ‘This capsule makes a 
of bag for the joint 





‘The bag is lined with Muid-like 
membrane. ‘This membrane is called 
nbrane, ‘This deli- 
retes a lubricant 






the synovial n 
cate tissue se 
called synovia. 

Synovia is made from dead bodies 
of cartilage-building cells at the end 


+ Forensic 
department 



















WATER FROM ICEBERGS 


Eishry-fve percent ofthe wold’ eshwsteris tapped asice in 
the polar regions, but it is generally considered unusable. Scientists 
are now speculating on whether it could be profitably recovered by 
towing ebers to wstershor ress 


According to some, the 


‘dea appens to be both technically feasile ard economically at 


nd datrbuton of icebergs indicate that the supply is 
more than adeauate. Satelites can be used to select suitable iceberg. 
The problem is however how to move them According to one report, @ super tug could 


tow icebergs up to 16 km long, 


such icebergs would be worth cores of rupees. 
j Getaled calauations and adequate field observations to 
accurately predict towing speeds and melting rates 


exceed 100 days. Unfortu 


hick. On delivery the water in 
sit tie at reasonable towing speeds may 


need to be done 


Two inherent problems are getting the ice to melt at the end of the tow, and pumping the 


water fiom sealevel into the supoly system 


Peshaps, the ce could provide a cold sink fox 


coastal plants, thus waste heat would be uted for melting the ce 


Some athe problens in utling ths 


Iceberg harvesting raises international legal and poli 


water resource can ako be easly anticinated 


a} questions concerning resource rights 


Futhe, not enough i known to accurately predict the elects of modifications ofthe polar tee 


of the bones. 

Rheumatism : It occurs when 
the synovial membrane has either 
dried up or won away: ‘The joints then 
become creaky and cannot be used. 

Gliding joints do not allow for 
much movement. Wrists and the 
joints between the vertebrae are of 
this kind. Hinge joints are formed 
by round ends of one bone fitting 
into the hollows of the other. Such 
joints occur at the knee, and bet- 
ween the phalanges of the fingers 
and toes. 

Ball and socket joints permit the 
greatest movement of all. ‘The 
rounded end of one bone fits into a 
u 








(Velayudhan Features) 


cup, allowing for movement. The 
shoulder and hip bones have this 
kind of joint. 

Fractures : When bones break 
itiscalled fracture. Bones can mend 
themselves if they are properly 
treated. When the bones of infants 
and new-borns face breakage, it is 
called “green stick” fracture. The 
bones merely bend. They don’t 
break because the bones are not as 
brittle as in an adult. 

In many unsolved murder cases 
bones provide much information 
about the dead person, ‘They can 
even help trace the dead person's 
close family. 
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to 6,33,397 
sq. km. One of Asia's 
biggest research institute 
in forestry is the Forest 
Research Institute of 
India. It was established 
in 1906 at Dehradun. 
The magnificent building 
that houses the institute 
also holds an excellent 
museum inside it. Many 




















The forest research insttute of india of Dehradun 


green lawns and an innumerable 
number of species of trees from India 
and abroad can also be found. 

This institute consists of 13 divi 
sions. It contributes to research 


activities like production of quality 
seed and planting material, social 
forestry and protection of forests 
from diseases and insects. Research 
‘on eco-rehabilitation, utilisation of 
plantation timber, cultivation of 





* The first assessment of the 
| forest cover of the country was done 
in 1987 using land sat MSS 
satellite data on 1:1 million scale. 

* The total forest cover of India, 
which includes dense forest, open 


| forest and mangrove forest is 
estimated to be 6,33,397 sq. km. 


* The total forest cover in India 
is 19.27 percent of country’s 
geographical area. 

* The total volume of the stan- 


%6 


medicinal plants and afforestation 
techniques for wasteland are done 
here. Introduction of high-yielding 
tree species, cultivation techniques 
of bamboos, use of bio-fertilisers etc. 
are some more of the research areas, 
It's the only premier institute of its 
kind in Asia 
A. Padmaja Reddy, Class VII, 
G.N.M.P. School, 
Paonta Sahib (H.P.) 





ding trees in the forests of India, hab 
been tentatively estimated at about 
4740 million cubic meters. 

* There has been a net loss of 
5482 sq. km. of forest area in our 
country as per 1997 assessment, 
‘when compared to 1995 assessment 
of forest cover. 

* At present, the rate of divers 
sion of forest land for non-forestry 
purposes is about 16,000 ha. per 
year. 
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Neil Armstrong 


Neil Armstrong was the 5 
first man to set foot on the 
moon on July 21, 1969. He 
was born in Wapakoneta, in 
the state of Ohio, in 1930. He 
studied aeronautical engineer“ 
ing and later became attest pilot = 












before he was selected » goon 
the Apollo II mission the moon, es = 

As Neil Armstrong stepped on = _ 

‘moon's dusty surface, millions of p=. 2-058 < 

television viewers back on earth “r= ~~ eap for mankind.” His 
waited for his first words: “That's. partner on the mission was Edwin 


fone small step for a mai 





one giant Aldrin. 


Gagarin, Yuri Alekseyevich = minutes. He died on Mar.27, 


1968 in an accident. 

American as- 
tronaut and politi- 
cian John Glenn 
Hershel aboard 
Friendship 7, be- 
came the first 
American to orbit 





This Soviet cos- 
fmonaut became the 
first person to 
achieve orbital space 
flight when, on April 
12, 1961, he circled 
{he earth once in the 


$pace vehicle Vostok the earth. 

1 at an altitude of 

187.7 miles, in 89.1 J. Disney 
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KB THEIR SPRCECRATY 


‘FREEDA DO you KNOW 
WROUT THE HEADLINES 
NEWS 





NoW,You 
SHOBL? Look SusT 
YIKE ONE OF THEM «6 

You MUST CHANGE 
QOOR ATTIRE. 








PICTRES Ti |] 
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RETOLD STORY 


hyam was a poor man. He 
decided to try his luck in 
the large city that lay be- 
yond the forest 





He packed a few things and set 
out for the city. By the time he 
reached the forest, night had fallen. 
He decided to rest. He searched 
for long for a house. He found 
none. Finally beside a stream he 
found a tree laden with fruits, He 
plucked a few fruits and ate them. 
He drank some water from the 
stream and went to sleep. 

‘When he woke up the next morn- 
ing, he was shocked to see two 
horns on his head. He wondered 
how he could go to the city with the 
horns. He finally decided to rest in 
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the forest that 
night too 


n his 
dream 
that 

night a 

sage ap- 

peared 

The sage 

told him, 

SS turther 

into the forest was a tree 

which bore dry fruits. The sage 
said, Shyam should consume 
those fruits, His horns would dis- 
appear. The sage also told him of 


T/0 


T (a 
RUITS 


a tree that bore magic fruits, In- 
side the fruits he said there would 
be diamonds. 

The next morning Shyam woke 
up and wandered in search of the 
tree that bore dry fruits. Soon, he 
found the tree. He pulled down a 
few fruits and consumed them. His 
horns disappeared. He then 
searched out the tree that bore the 
fruits that contained diamonds. 
Shyam found that tree too. He 
plucked down a few fruits. Inside 
the fruits were diamonds. 

Shyam then proceeded to the 
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told him of the magic tree. 
The king lett for the for- 
est disguised as Shyam. 
He asked Shyam to dis- 
guise himself as theking 
until he returned 
The greedy king en- 
tered the forest. A ti- 
ger which was on 
prowl pounced on the 
king and devoured 
him. Shyam ruled the 
kingdom, waiting for the 
king to return, 
V. Shanthi Swaroop, age 11, 


city. He approached the king and ‘Space Central School, 


told him of the diamonds. The 
greedy king wanted to know where Sullurpeta, 


Dear Shanti Swaroop, pl. send your 
he got the diamonds from. Shyam rhe 


JOY source 


Here comes the toy seller 
Bearing different types of toys: 
His arrival makes the children 
Jump for joy. 

Balloons, aeroplanes and trains, 
Ships, soldiers and cranes. 
CChileren around him swarm 
And buy toys with warmth. 
Using the toys all day 

With imagination they play. 
Everyday the toy seller comes, 
Carrying on his head 

A large wicker basket 

Full of toys of all kinds. 

Children buy them all 

And their hearts fil up with joy. 













TO BLEND [NTO THE 
SOCIETY YOU MUST WORK. 


YOU RRE A ) 
FREELANCE JOURNALIST, 
Now! 












= aba) , 
v. SINCE Your SHARP ahs, 
SENGES CAN CATCH ? 
ANYTHING UNTOWARD IN THE tie | 
ATMOSPHERE , YOU WILL BE ft | 
p SuccessFor NEWS REPORTER yn ii 
‘ a vee i 
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/ WAIT A MINUTS,... YOU BRE RIGHT 
MAX! eAN ALREADY SENSE 
G Fisty Gone ON 
RRCOND FERE 








TALK. THEY 
Sounr od! f 
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hen you enter thirteen, 

your body undergoes a 

major change. You be 

come an adult not only 
‘mentally, but physically too. You 
have to adjust to new changes that 
take place in your body. 

These changes can disturb your 
regular routine. It may make you 
self-conscious and irritable. By the 
time you have adjusted to 
these new 
changes, 


AOUBLES 


you may be well 
into finishing 
school. You will 
have another set 
of problems to 
worry about 
What will you 
take up after 
school? Would 
you like to be- 
come a profes- 
sional or enter 
social sevice? 
Despite over- 
coming the many 
obstacles by the 
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time you enter college, you may 
wonder why there was such a hue 
and cry over your entering teens! 
You have probably not had enough 
time to even breathe! 

When you relaxin college anew 
set of problems crop up at home. 
Your parents put down their foot 
firmly when you dress up like you 
have just gotten out of your bed. 

You may get a sound advice 
when you refuse to tone down the 
volume of your new cassette re- 
corder, If you bring home a 


friend who looks 
like he needs a 
good bath, you 
can be sure you 
will end up in 
bed without 
food. 





f you don't report home at 
night on time, your pocket 
money for the next two years 
may be cut. After a harrow- 

ing time (trying to explain to'your 

parents that you are still their dar- 
ling and the apple of their eye) you 
realise it is time for your 
exams. Holy 


Cow! 
xams! Why, 
you thought you 
had a whole year 
of dancing, having 
fun with friends in 
and out of college, 
eating in street: 
corner shops. 

But there you 
are —_ pouring 
through volumes 
of dusty library 
books trying to 
find out if you have 


covered your syllabus right. And 
then the holidays are upon you: 
Your immediate seniors pose un- 
heard of questions, Plan- 

ning on higher 















studies? Working 
for a job? 

Phew! By the time you finish 
college you are out of your teens 
and already a grown up, You hardly 
realised it, did you? Talk about 
teenage and all the fun! 

Fun is when you can be your- 
self Funis experimenting with new 
things and learning that you mat- 
ter to your friends, Fun is under- 
standing that your parents trust you 
when you say that you were in the 
library till seven in the evening on 
a sunday (and you really were). Fun 
is when you win for your college 
the inter-collegiate debate and the 
league match. 
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WINNERS OF CHECK IT OUT 
Comes No. 5 













Dear chacha, on 
your birthday | 
promise to 
dedicate myself to 
“nation building” 
through 
excellence in 
education at all 
levels. 











‘S. Ramalingam, IV, 
SJSSJ School, 
Tirunelveli 
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YOU'VE GOT 
MILES TO GO 
vet. come Back| Diced 
NEHRU4JI, THE 
LIGHT OF 


CHILDREN’S: 
LIVES. 











S. Chandra, Xil, 
TVSLMHSS, Madurai 
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Dear chacha, 
Save the budding girl roses 
and child labourers. 


















Though we nounced fe 
worth repreducing. We th: 


very E 


R. Sudarshan, |V-B, 


SPIC Nagar HSS, Tuticorin 


n prizes, we found thal only five were 


sk all parkcipanbs and with ge all 
fappy New Year 








Tam very worried 
about our country’s 
increasing 
population. 








Preethi Joshi, age 10, 
DBMS Eng. School, 
Jamshedpur 








Dear uncle, 
Get into my body and 
take Indians in the 
right track. 














C. Karthick, 
89, Bangaru Reddy Street, 
Ayanapuram, Chennai 
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aju lived in a 
large colony. 
He was a kind 
boy. He was in- 
telligent and 
gentle by nature. Raju 
loved animals very much 
One day, as usual 
Raju was playing with his 
friends. A few feet away 
some children were pelt 
ing stones.Raju walked . 
up to see what the com 
motion was all about 


THE STREET 


The children were pelting 
stones at a dog. The dog was 
whining in pain 
Raju chased the boys away 
scolding them for injuring the dog. 
He picked up the dog and car- 
ried it home. He cleaned the 





PET PALS 


‘wounds of the dog and bandaged 
it, He then took the dog to the 
close by veterinary hospital where 
a doctor bandaged the dog's 
wounds. 


he dog stayed close to 
Raju's home because he 
couldn't move around 


Soon, the dog and Raju became 
good friends. Within weeks the 


dog's injuries began to heal. The 
dog continued to rest under a tree 
near Raju's house. 

Raju fed the dog sometimes. 

One night the dog came torest 
under the tree. Raju and his par- 
ents had retired for the night. Sud- 
denly Raju and his parents were 
woken up by the loud barks of a 
dog. Raju peeped out. He noticed 
strange shadows outside his 
house. 

Raju ran out. He noticed two 
‘men jump over the roof. The dog's. 
bark had attracted even the 
neighbours. The dog pounced on 
one of the thieves, The two men 
were soon nabbed. Raju and his 
parents were able to retrieve their 
belongings. 

It took little time to realise that 
the dog was merely paying back 
for the love Raju and his parents 
had showered on it, Raju decided 
to adopt it. His parents seconded 
the idea 

R. Sriram Krishna, age 12, 
DAVSSS, Chennai. 
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UNEXPECTED 
VISITOR 


arly morning on Octo- 
ber 28th, Sachin was 
taken aback to see a 
leopard sprawled in the 
hallway in his house. He ran and 
informed his father. 

Sachin's father did not believe 
him. When he peeped into the hall- 
way and found the leopard, he 
asked his family to leave the house 
immediately. 

‘Sachin’s father informed the po- 
lice. The police did not believe him. 
However, a team of police and of 
ficials from the Haryana Wildlife 
department arrived. 

‘Sdon, the team had the leop- 
ard tranquilised and caged. It was 
taken to the local zoo. 

The leopard is believed to have 
come from the Moorni hills which 
is 10 km from Panchkula. The 
Moorni hills is a wildlife habitat 
and home to leopards. Today 
there are 30 leopards in the hills. 
Wildlife officials say the leopard 
had probably come down to the 
plains to escape the snow and the 
cold climate. 










Akil V, Laxman, 
Vill A, St. Xaviers’ 
Chandigarh 
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BIONIC ARM 


Campbell Aird, 47, a hotelier from Dumities became 
the fst person to use a bionic arm, He successfully 

poured himself a glass of water. The limb was 
developed by specialists at the Princess 
Margaret Rose Hospital, in Edinburgh, 


ABY’ DOLL 


The earliest dolis are wooden sculp- 
tures found in Egyptian graves dat- 
ing back to 2000 B.C. The first doll 
designedio look ke a baby came 
from Japan and appeared at a 
London exhibition in 1851 


























MUSH- 
ROOMS 
‘armer Jeff L, 


Diedrich at A 
‘Manitowoe, Wis- 


consin, USA wiz, 
grew an enor- — 
mous puff-ball aon ae 


mushroom in his 
farm, 








The mushroom measured 76 inches in diameter and 
weighed 21 pounds. 


IDOL CRAZE 


The assistant director of health services Aurangabad 
Maharashtra, has been collecting Ganesh idols for 16 
years, His collection of 160 idols includes a 10 gm cop- 
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TIGHTROPE WALKING 


‘Arnerican Jade Kindar Mar. 
tin waked past the London shy 
ine during the record making two- 

way tightrope walk with partner 











per idol and a 11 - kg stone 
idol. An idol carved out of the 
outer shell of @ coconut is @ 
part ofthis collection 


‘SPEEDHAND’ 


A senior parliamen- 
tary reporter in the Rajya 
Sabha can write without errors 
230 words per minute in hindi in 
shorthand. Mr. Ajoy Ghosh, has 
entered the Limca Book of 
Records with his feat 


Frenchman Didier 
Pasquett. He walked 150 ft above the 
river Thames in 19% 

This was the fist ime two tightrope 
walkers had crossed the river 
simutaneously going in opposite direo- 








‘Suresh K.Anjum, 
Calcutta 





el 
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TN MY DREAM 
You WERE. AS FAT 
AND BiG AS 1AM, 
AND 1 WAS SMALL 
LIKE you; | ALSO 
HAD WINGS 
LIKE you! 
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BY 


ayura 
Kumar, 

aged 18, has set her eyes on 

Bangkok Asiad. She is study- 

ing at Ethiraj College, 

Chennai 

Mayura has been represent- 
ing India since 1992 at the 
Asia Pacific aquatic meets. 
This time, however, she 
surprised herself and made 
her country proud by bagging 
two silver and one bronze 
medals at the Asia Pacific 
aquatic meet held near Kuala 
Lumpur in Malaysia recently. 

Mayura's father, grandfather 
and uncle have a taste for 
tennis. Mayura herself found 
water more inviting. She has 
won a gold and two silvers in 
the recently concluded Na- 
tional Athletic meet at 
Bangalore. 

She excels in the back- 
stroke event. She keeps fit by 
exercising at her personal gym 
at home. She is a national 
champion in the 100m and 
200m backstroke events. Her 
best timings are 1.11 and 
2,33 mins. in these events 
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Retold story 


he kingdom of Kailasapuri 
was ruled by King Kailas. 


The king had a son. The heir prince 
used to play in the royal gardens. 
Two guards kept watch as the 
prince played. One day while the 
prince was playing, a snake bit him. 
The two guards ran and informed 
the king. The palace gardener, who 
was nearby ran upto the prince. He 
untied his turban and tied it around 
the prince's leg just above where 
the snake had bitten. 

The gardener then made a small 
incision with his knife where the 
snake had bitten. He sucked out 
the poison and spat it on the 


THE LOYAL 
GARDENER 
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ground 


Uy hen the gardener was 
convinced that all 
poison had been removed, 
he carried the prince to the 
palace. The prince had be- 
come unconscious by then. 
Meanwhile, based:on the 
guards’ report, the king had 
sent for the court physician. 

As soon as the court phy- 
sician arrived, the king, ac- 
companied by the guards 
and the physician went to the 
garden. 

‘They met the gardener re- 
turning to the palace with an un- 
conscious prince, 

The physician attended to the 
prince. The gardener explained 
how he had removed the poison 
ffom the wound. The king was ex- 
ttemely pleased, He rewarded the 





gardener handsomely. He said, but 
for the gardener, the prince may 
have died, The king also promoted 
him as the caretaker of the royal 
gardens. 

J. Jose Kabin Benito, age 12, 
MGR Adarsh Pub, MHSS, Chennai 




























































































The king noticed Tenaliramar 








hen your friend suddenly 
sports a talisman or an 
amulet around his arm or 
neck, you can be sure he 
has been told that it will 


ward off all evils! People believe in 
these talismans because it keeps fear 
al bay, Gemstones lke diamond, ruby 
and emerald are also believed to have 
mystical powers, Since people believe 
in these powers gemmologists make 
atidy sum by offering advices. 

to the gullible. 

Belie's about 

the same gem 

vary from coun- 

try to country, 

Europeans in 
the middle ages 
believed that dia- 
mond was. the 
symbol of sun and 
hence of inno- 
cence, Persians of 
the same period be- 
lieved that diamonds 
were created by the 
Satan himself and were “@ constant 
source of sin and sorrow! 

‘Turquoise was very popular among 
couples because it was believed to 
prevent disagreements between the 
husband and his wife, Topaz made the 
married couple loyal to each other for 
life. Emerald is a symbol of success 
in love and is often used in engage- 
ment rings. A diamond must be given 
in love or else it loses its value. 
apphire is believed to protect 
the wearer from the spirit of 
darkness and encourage 
























pure thoughts, The 
chinese use jade in 
bracelets and anklets to 
protect their children 
from harm. Hindus be- 
lieved that pearls were 
strong charms that 
protected the wearer 
from all evils. In an- 
cient India, kings, 
queens and noble- 


men adorned themselves with numeM, 
ous strings of pearls. The red coloures 


garnet is believed to protect th yi 
i, 


wearer from all injuries and wounds. 
‘An aquamarine worn in an amulet\t7 
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protects a person against enemies in 
battles - wars or legal battles. Sap- 
hire protects the wearer from the fury 
and envy of his enemies. An opal 
necklace is believed to guard the life 
and the colour of blond hair. A per- 
son wearing turquoise will not fall from 
a horse! 

In the presence of poison an em- 
erald will burn; an opal will turn pale 
and a ruby will become cloudy. Dia- 
mond repels poison, witchcraft and 
insanity. Sapphire protects the wearer 
from poison. A poisonous snake kept 
in a glass jar along with sapphire will 
die because of the rays emitted by the 
stone. 
I fa person wears an aquamarine 

‘or an amethyst his intellect 
is believed to im- 
prove. A person 
wearing 
carnelian will 











find himself more dignified and cou- 
rageous. He will keep calm even when 
provoked. A person wearing an olive 
green peridot set in gold wil find him- 
self more reasonable and merciful. 
Plain as well as starred sapphire 
brings health, wealth and strength to 
the person who wears it, Itis the lucki- 
est of all talismans. 

‘Amethyst is believed to prevent a 
Person from getting intoxicated, The 
Greek word 'methu' means wine. 
“Methusko' means to intoxicate and 
‘amethustos’ means ‘not drunken’ in 
Greek 

Story goes that once Bacchus, the 
Greek god of wine fell deeply in love 
with a beautiful nymph and pursued 
her. In an attempt to escape the lust 
of the drunken god, the nymph ran to 
Diana and begged for her protection. 

Diana, the Greek goddess and pa- 
tron of maidens, turned her into a 
stone statue. When Bacchus saw the 
nymph had been turned into a statue, 
he poured an offering of purple wine 
con the statue. Immediately the white 
stone statue turned a lovely purple in 
colour, 

Bacchus 
vowed that any- 
‘one who wears 
an amethyst- 
the colour of the 
statue of the 
lovely maiden 
will be immune 
to drunken- 
ness. 

KRY, 

Coimbatore. 
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THUT, GHUT. QUITE) 
FUNNY. 1AM RENI. 


WHAT ARE YOu 
GOING TO DO NOW)! 








‘ALL RIGHT, FOR THE 
TIVE BEING ILL HIDE 
YOuIN MY HOUSE. 
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THE OTHER CHILDREN 
Came , By THIS TIME, 
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o write beautifully is an 
art. When we put pencil 
to paper, our tryst with 
writing begins. 

We learn to write on two-line and 
four-line notebooks.But as years 
pass our handwriting takes a turn 
for the worst. 

Why? Because, we sacrifice 
beauty for speed. Sometimes 
the handwriting is 
merely a scrawl 
It becomes illeg- 
ible, Even the 
owner of the hand- 
writing can't deci- 
pher It 

Here's man who is 
out to change all that. If 
you have a problem with 
your writing approach 
‘Arul Raj 

Arul Raj has been helping stu- 
dents to improve their handwriting, 
He has got more sceptics than be- 
lievers. He has been in this field for 
12 years. He has travelled widely 
around the country, He has helped 
several thousand children and 
quite a number of schools. 


eo 


ometimes his task has 
been uphill. He spent from 
his pocket to teach the skill 
of writing a good hand, 
Has it been worthwhile? 
Yes, says he. 
He has a five-day programme 
for improving your handwriting. 
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Every day you spend two hours in 
his class. On the sixth day, there is 
a definite improvement in your 
handwriting. There is no going 
back to illegible writing after that, 
He says speed can be 
achieved by reducing 
the size of let- 


ters, 





arian again Loofid 
wal ts cote odbc. She ford 
ba tuna ith te deren 
erin sa ablafeisst 
Hk gum games 
“aie apa ge 












The Programme : Day one - He 
teaches you to draw lines without 
using a scale or eraser. 

Day two - He teaches you to 
write the alphabets, Your letters 
must have an 80° slant to the ruled 
sheet for a good handwriting, 

Day three-Combining letters. Or 
learning to write a ‘running hand 

Day four-Writing in capital let 


es) 
















vi 


ters. 

Day five-Writing on unruled 
sheets, 

Mr. Arul Raj says fountain pen 
must be used. Ball point pens spoil 
handwriting, Pens that have sharp 
tips and allow for a liberal flow of 
ink are the best 

Mr, Arul Raj got his first break 

when he taught children of 
Jamala School, Chennai. 
has not looked back sin 
He charges anywhere be: 
tween Rs. 250 and F 
3000, depending on the 
number of students in his 
class. His address - 
ARUL RAJ, Beauty 
Moon Lodge, 96, 
Perambur Barracks 
Road, (Doveton), 
Vepery, Chennai 











‘either Bharath nor Anand 

could convince their father. 

Philip too had almost given 
up. When Philip showed his pass- 
port, their father, Mr. Vittal, said, 
“I've come across many cases 
involving fake passports.”” 

Mr. Vittal was an advocate. Philip 
produced a travel brochure. But Mr. 
Vittal questioned its genuineness. As 
a final try, the boys pointed out that 
an island called Mastario did exist. 

Mr. Vittal said, "I too know that 
there is a country called Mastario. 
But are you really the prince of that 
land as you claim?” 

Anand and Bharath tried their 
best to convince their father. Finally 
their father said, “I ust remembered. 
Trecently bought a software package 
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called “ATVID”. Itis an atlas video 
with details ofall countries and their 
rulers. They have photographs of 
the rulers too. Let's take a look at 
it. It will be the acid test.” 

Philip was relieved. The PC 
revealed details about Mastario. 
Philip was listed as the heir to the 
kingdom of Mastario. Everyone was 


TH E relieved until dad said, 


SILVER 


RAT 


“| have read that people undergo 
plastic surgery...” 
“Oh no!” groaned the trio. 
“Hey, 1 was just kidding,” dad 
said. “I guess you have won. 








H: then turned to Philip. “How 
are they going to get to 
Mastario?” 

“Jut tell me when your holidays 
begin and | shall arrange for an air 
craft to pick you up.” 

The matter was settled and Philip 
left for his island kingdom two days 
later, Holidays did not begin soon 
enough for the boys. On the second 
day of their two-month vacation, Mr. 


Vittal had a visitor. “I am Joe from 
















Mastario. 1 have been sent by His 
Highness, Philip Fridvay, to take 
‘Anand and Bharath to Mastario."” 

Mr. Vittal said, "‘Let me see the 
necessary documents.” 

Joe produced them. ‘There was 
the identity card to prove that he was 
Joe from Mastario, There was a 
letter of consent from the king of 
Mastario, There were documents 
proving Philip had sent him to meet 


Anand and Bharath. 

dust then Anand and Bharath 
returned alter their morning jog. Joe 
turned to them and said, “You must 
bbe Anand and Bharath?’ 

Mr. Vittal said, “Yes, they are my 
boys. Boys, this is Joe. He is here 
to take you to Mastario."” 

“Let's leave right away,” said Joe. 

“But what about packing, clothes 

Anand asked. 
‘Your needs will be met by the 
king of Mastario,"’ Anand and 
Bharath, however, packed a few 
essentials and left after bidding 
goodbye to their parents, 





etc’ 





the trip to Mastario lasted eight 

hours by aeroplane. The special 
plane they went by was small, but 
exquisitely decorated. They landed 
at the St. Richmond International 
airport at Mastario, 

Joe had on the journey, told them 
about Prince Philip's family. His 
father was referred to as the 
emperor. His mother was known 
as the empress. And his sister was 
called ‘princess’. 

‘Anand and Bharath were received 
by Prince Philip and his sister, 
Princess Sonia Fridvay. When they 
reached the palace, they were first 
introduced to the emperor and the 
empress. 

The emperor shook hands with 
the boys and said, “Iam indeed very 
happy to receive you. You saved 
my son'slife, he says. I know I can’t 
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Nalini : Malu, please sive me your photo 
Why? What's the matter? 
Nalini: The teacher has asked me to bring 3 
photo ofa live hhnaceros! 


R. Shi 





hy 


repay you in any way. But this is a 
little gift | can give you. A trip to 
our land.” 

“Thank you, your highness,” 
Anand replied 

“Iam sure we'll 
memorable.”” 

Then Bharath asked rather 
unexpectedly, "Who do you think, 
your majesty, could have tried to 
attack the prince in India?” 

The emperor hadn't been 
expecting such a question. He 
replied, “We've not been able to nab 
the culprit. Perhaps the man wanted 
to kidnap the prince for a ransom.” 

“Oh” was all Bharath would say. 
The reply did not satisfy him, 
however. 


find it 


To continue 
S. Srikanth, age 17, 
Kudremukh 
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VIEWPOINT 


How clean are we? 


My schoot celebrates ‘cleanliness 
week" every year, My principal tells 


Us that keeping the city clean is not just 


the job of the municipality alone. 


Each of us have to put in our effort 





Honesty or Dishonesty? 
vo 





to keep the city clean, We observe 

“clean- liness week’ so that we learn at 

a tender age the need for cleanliness, 

Some beaches in Gujarat remained 

unclean despite re- 

peated reminders to 

the municipality, The 

people and residents 

near the beach began 

‘clean-up operation, 

A clean country 

more 

tourists, Our coun- 

try’s national income 

will also increase, As 

a first step we could 

begin by adhering to 

the rules of cleanli- 
ness 


R. Parimala Devi, age 15, 
St. Joseph of Cluny, Pondicherry 






will attra 





T see many students copying 
during exams, What is the use 
of exams if we are going to pass 
them by copying? Is it better to 
fail but be honest? Or is it 
better to score 100 by dishonest 
means? 





V. Narendra Kumar, 
Chennai. 


Dear Narendra Kumar, please 
send in your age and the name of 
your school. 
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nality, 
We must in- 
culeate in our- 
selves a strong 
personality and 
develop good 
habits 
We can achieve 
much more by deve- 
oping ourselves in all spheres than 
alin; i by merely being successful 
Appalling studies dlemically 
T agree with $. Sundaraman, V. Maithily, age 14, 
1, '98), We may be a wizard in Divine Providence Convent, 
ths, civics and geography, ‘That Belgaum. 
is not enough to develop our Dear Maithily, please send in your 
character, behaviour and perso house address, 




























Shaw cornered! 


GBB. Shaw once visited Sculptor Jacob 
Epstein in the latter's studio, As they 
talked, Shaw noticed a huge block of 
stone in the room. 
“What is it for" Shaw enquired, 
“| don't know yet. | am still making plans.” 
“You mean you plan your 
work!” exclaimed Shaw. “You, an 
artist? Why, | change my mind several 
times a day.” ‘ 
“That's alright with a four ounce 
manuscript” replied Epstein, “but not 
with a four ton block of rock!" 
Zeenath Aly, 
age 12, 
Palakkad, Kerala 
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JAYABALAN STORY 


politician from another 

‘country was on a visit to Jaya- 

balpore. Some ministers sug- 
gested that King Jayabalan should 
invite him to tea. 

‘A tea party was arranged on the 
lawns of the palace, and all the VIPs 
of Jayabalpore were invited. All the 
people, including the king, were made 
to wait for over an hour, and then the 
visiting politician arrived. 

He wore a white kurta and dhoti. 
‘A multi-coloured shaw! was draped 
around his neck. Ayalaan, the minister 
for foreign affairs, introduced the 
Visitor to King Jayabalan. 














7Phew™ 
weight!” 

in our country the greatness of a 
leader is judged by the size of the gar- 
land that is given to him,” said Dasa- 
nudasan. 

“But this is more like a lethal 
weapon” said Ganabadi, the minister 
for heavy industry. 

“4 suppose this is what they mean 
‘when they say ‘killing one with kind- 
ness” said Arivili, the education 
minister, smiling broadly. 

“What a fragrant way to go” said 
Ganabadi, guffawing loudly. 


said the king. “What a 





‘This isthe honourable 
Mr, Dasanudasan, your 
majesty’. The king shook 
hands with the visitor. 


Dasanudasan said : 
“My heart bounds with 
overwhelming pleasure on 
seeing so mighty a monarch 
face to face.” The king 
grinned with pleasure. 

Atthat point Dasanudasan 
beckoned to some men who had 
‘come with him. Four of them came 
forward carrying an enormous gar- 
land. Dasanudasan, with the help of 
the four men, lifted the garland and 
placed it around the king’s neck. 

The king started to smile, but 
staggered under the weight of the 
garland, and would definitely have 
fallen lat on his face but for the quick 
help from a couple of ministers. They 
held him and steadied him, and the 
four men removed the garland and 
placed it on a nearby table. 
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[SIT 


“Excuse me” said Dasanudasan 
stifly, “I don’t see anything funny in 
this. In my country garlands are 
serious business. We garland leaders 
and statues alike according to their 
greatness. My only regret is that | 
couldn't get a bigger garland for his 
majesty.” 

"God forbid” 

“We garland gods too” said Dasa- 
nudasan. 

Ayalaan quickly introduced the 
visitor to the other ministers and the 
important local dignitaries. 

Ganabadi made conversation with 
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the visitor. “Tell me, Mr. Dasanu- industrial estates?” 

dasan” he said, “have you visited our 

“ 

No, no” said Dasanudasan, 

“We have a much bigger industrial 
base in our country.” 

“Would you like to see our new 


dam?” asked Sigainasam, the home 
minister 
“Oh, no" said Dasanudasan, “We 
Phave the best irrigation system in 
the world.” 


‘How about viewing our 




























4)‘, communication  system?”” 
BE asked Tholaipesi, the 


minister for communi 
cation 
“We believe in 
direct communica 
tion” said Dasanu- 
n. “Our leaders 
are the best orators in 
the world, and when 
they speak, the people are too 
stunned to move.” 
"Or to think” said Ayalaan 
drily 
Dasanudasan glared at 
him, and then opened the 
silver box he always carried 
with him, He took a few 
betel leaves and nuts from 
the box and started chew- 
ing. His cheeks bulged, 
and little slurping noises 
came out of his mouth, 
“Lam not interested 
in seeing anything 
here’” he said with a 
finger lifted for emphasis. 
“We have the best of every- 
thing in our country.” 
The ministers were a little 
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irritated by this arrogance, “How do 
you like our king?” asked Solmannan, 
the minister for publicity. 
Dasanudasan looked around to see 
if the king was within earshot. The 
king was at the other end of the lawn 
chatting with Balloonita Baggy, the 
former beauty queen of Jayabalpore. 


Dasanudasan lowered his voice. 
“41am sorry to say this” he said, “But 
your king is nothing compared to our 
great leader, Solsrpi.” 

“Is that his name?” Sigainasam 
asked. 

“No. That is actually a title we 
gave him. He has a way with words 
So we call him Solsirpi, which means 
‘Wordsmith’. 

“What is his name then?” Tholai- 
pesi asked 

“No one is allowed to call him by 
his name. Only the title is used, 








Anyone mentioning his name will be 
punished severely.” 

“What about his family members 
then?” asked Solmannan. 

“They are all in jail because they 
called him by his name,’” 

The ministers were getting bored 
with the visitor by now. So they slow- 
ly started slipping away one by one, 
till only Solmannan was left. 

Dasanudasan suddenly spewed a 
jet of red betel juice from his mouth 
which fell on a nearby plant. 

“By the way’ he said, “who is that 
plump lady the king is talking to?” 

“That is Balloonita Baggy, a former 
beauity queen” said Solmannan, 

“She could become very popular 
in our country” said Dasanudasan, 

“You mean as a model or some- 
thing?” 








“No, no. Asa political leader. 
Plump ladies are very popular in our 
country’s politics,” 

“Plump. ladies 
seem to be popular 
everywhere” said 
Solmannan with a 
wry grin, 

Dasanudasan 
aimed ata tree trunk 
and let loose a red 
stream, It barely 
missed a squirrel 
which leaped and 
dashed off in panic. 

Solmannan was 
wondering how to 
slip away from there 
when the king and 
Balloonita Baggy 
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arrived on the scene. All the other 
ministers came there, too. 

“Sorry, Mr. Dasanudasan, | 
couldn't speak to you earlier” the king 
said graciously. 

“"Nice to meet someone from your 
great country” said Balloonita. 

‘And Dasanudasan who was about 
torelease another jet, suddenly gulped 
and swallowed the entire contents in 
his mouth. “Heh, heh” he laughed 
foolishly. 

“Mr. Dasanudasan has been telling 
us about their great leader, Solsirpi” 
said Ayalaan. 

“Let me also hear about it” said 
the king. 

“Well, the most recent thing he did 
was build a lot of houses for the poor 
people. All entirely free for them.”” 

“That is a populist programme 
said Varisumai, the finance minister. 

“What is populist?” the king asked. 

“Some schemes for the people” 
“That is one 


Varisumai explained, 
way of becoming popular. If you are 
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populist, you are popular. 


The king immediately wished to 
become a populist. “What other 
populist programmes do you have?” 
he asked eagerly. 

“Well, we gave raincoats to all our 
farmers; we gave rice and vegetables 
toall poor people; we gave umbrellas 
toall our policemen; and free pencils 
toall poor students.’ 

“How nice!” said the king enthu- 
siastically. “This Solsirpi must be a 
really rich man to give all these gifts 
to the poor.” 

Varisumai said: “He doesn’t pay 


from his pocket, your majesty. It is 
the tax payers’ money.” 
Ayalaan coughed gently. “Your 


majesty” he said, “I have visited the 
country of Mr. Dasanudasan. There 
is no guarantee that the free houses 
will actually reach the really poor. 
Rich people may buy these houses 
from the poor at very low prices, or 
claim these houses pretending to be 
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The Oldest Newspaper 

‘The oldest newspaper in the world is 
published from China His alled Kit Bo which 
‘means Poking Gazetteer, and hasbeen pully 
coming out for overa thousand years, In olden 
days it used to contain news about imperial 
onder, developments inthe diferent pars of 
the empire, details about the promotion of 
officers and the results of examinations 
conlucted by the government. The emperor 
‘of China himself was the Chief Editor of the 
newspaper. Each issue of Kit Bo has 10-12 
pages. Each page has seven columns and each 
column contains 14 Chinese characters, 

(Velayudhan Features) 

Dos asetcenienameneneieiieenial 
poor.” 

“What about the other schemes?” 
the king asked. 

“Well, the raincoats are totally 
unsuitable for their climate which is 
hot and dry. The farmers almost suffo- 
cated to death in their raincoats.” 

“Why didn’t they take them off 
then?” Arivili asked. 

“That would be an insult to the 
government, and so liable for punish- 
ment” said Ayalaan, 


“And how did the policemen 
hold their umbrellas when chasing 


criminals?” asked Ganabadi, laughing 
silently until his belly shook like a 
jelly. 

Obviously this kind of talk was 
objectionable to Dasanudasan. He 
pulled along face. “You must excuse 
me, your majesty” he said. “1 must 
go now.” The king shook hands with 
him, and Dasanudasan stalked off, 

“This populist programme may be 
good idea” said the king wistfully. 

“These schemes are just a waste 
of money” said Varisumai, “And any- 
way, the benefits never reach the truly 
poor.” 

“Your majesty, we shouldn’t give 
them fish; instead we must teach them 
how to fish’ said Ayalaan, 

“What have fish got to do with 
this?” the king asked. 


What Ayalaan means is that it 
is bette to give them jobs than gifts” 
Avivili explained. 

“Nothing fishy about this” said 
Ganabadi, chuckling, 

The king and the ministers walked 
back to the palace. They noted the 
red matks left allover the lawn by the 
visitor. 

"“Dasanudasan is likely to paint the 
town red if given a chance” said 
Ayalaan, shrugging his shoulders, 

“The people of his country make a 
mark wherever they go” said Vari- 
sumai, and the ministers laughed, but 
the king didn’t get the joke 

“Anyway, Dasanudasan is a pom- 
pous ass” said Arivili, 

“What is pompous?” the king 
asked. 

JANAKAN 
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of the day/week. 
CREATIVE CORNER 2. Draw a plan of your 
house, showing furniture 


position, 
FAMILY 2 isn veo sono no 


‘ancestors. 


SCRAP BOOK 7! t2rorsvescotecies 
during a picnic or a trip to some 
You need : other clty. 
Three sheets ofbrownorwhite _5. You can have your movie 
paper tickets, letters and promotion 
Needle and thread cards, invitations etc pasted In 
Sketch pens, old cards, colour". 
paper for decoration Shoba Singh, 
Chennai. 
Method : 


Cut the papers to a comfort- 
able size and sew them to- 
gether to make a note book. 

Have some sketches on the 
cover. Label the book “Our fam- 
ily scrap book"’. 





How to use : 
1, Write in it important events 
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day. Her exams were over and she had in the worl. 


A nisha was extremely happy to- years back and Anisha's father was all 
the christmas vacation had be- 


gun. She stretched out on the bed ver the past week he had nat 
watching the moming sun stream into taken heron their regular walks 
the room. As she jumped out of bed, either. They often rambled the 


= 
= 


she noticed her father wih his moming countryside and their puppy would be 
newspaper watching her. "Hold it, at their heels. 

‘Anisha, You can prance out only after Her father said, “get ready. We are 
cleaning your room and taking a bath.” ~. 90g to visita friend of mine” 

“Alright,” Anisha said a litle of her Anisha did as she 
excitement evaporating had been bid. She 

‘She was a little annoyed with her accompanied her 
father. Of late, especially the last week 
he had been acting strange. He often 
sat by himself by the fireplace and ig: 
‘nored her when she was around. In 
fact, twice this week, he had 
chided her for no apparent 
Teason, He refused to lake his 
dinner with her and he was 
off to work even before she 
had woken up. 

This was not her father, He 
usually sought her com- 
pany. He would wait for her 
to complete her home- 
work. He always helped 
out with her project 
works and in the kitchen 
he helped out with the 
dishes. She wondered why 
he was angry with her. She 
had seen none of his humour 
and she was worried she may be sent 
to a hostel. Her mother had died two 
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father to his friend's house. Through- 
‘out the journey her father kept a rigid 
countenance, 

Soon, they were in front of an old 
dilapidated warehouse. What kind of 
friend ved in this warehouse? She 
Couldn't imagine which friend 
of her father lived here. 

He was a very status- 
conscious person. At 


least he appeared so. 


ey Vijay, 
at last 
you 


are here," 
Anisha tur 
ned when 
she heard 
the voice. The 
man dressed in 
non—descript 
clothes looked like he 
ould do with a good bath 
Or atleast a new set of clothes. Anisha 
smiled politely. "So, this is my daugh- 
ter?" the man asked. 

What was the lunatic trying to say? I 
am his daughter? 

“Yes,” her father said in a hoarse 
whisper. "And | take your leave.” 

‘Anisha stared in shock as her father 
shook hands with her and turned to- 
wards his car. 

“What is going on?” Anisha asked 
tears brimming over. 

The man said, “It’s true. You are my 
daughter and that is my best friend.” 

“was sent to prison to serve a term. 
{eft you with my bestfriend. He looked 
after you all these years for me. All this 
GOKULAM Jenvary 9 





















happened when you 

were a mere toddler” 
Anisha was too dazed even to 
talk. She ran up to her foster-tather. 
“Take me home,” she cried. “! am your 
daughter.” 

But her foster - father merely shook 
his head and revved up the engine. 
Before she could even blink the car was 
‘ut on the highway. She watched sob- 
bing bitterly. 

‘The man who said he was her origi- 
nal father now put an arm around her 
‘and consoled her. 

‘Anisha wondered if she would ever 
g0 to the same school, meet her old 
friends or uncle Vijay.. 

\V.Kanjana, VillC, St. Joseph's 
AIGHS, Calicut. 
n 














A’ puzzle 


1) Ant, 2) Aeroplane, 
3) Aryabhata, 4) Ankara, 
5) Aristotle, 6) Ashoka, 
7) Ashvaghosha, 8) Australia, 
9) Antiseptic 10) Agnes, 
11) Annie Besant, 12) Arizona, 
13) Alexander Fleming, 14) 
Amundsen, 15) Arabia, 16) Al 
batross. 


NUMBER PATTERN 


2222222222 




















2)142857 3) 27 
285714 27 
428571 27 
57428 2 
74285 27 
e572 27 


2727 27 27 27 27 
4) 12345676987654321 


MATHS TRICK 


Eg 15, 16_(are your two consecu- 
tive double digit numbers) 

15+15 = 30 - (doubling the first 
which is 15) 

30+16 = 46 ( adding 4 to the re- 
sult) =50 


2 














\|NSWER PAGE 


‘Trick = 50-5 
from the result) 
45/3 = 15 (divided by 3) 
then 16 (automatically the next 
number) 


ANSWER THESE 


1) Ona sheet of paper 
2) Don't be knotty! (naughty) 
3) Your breath, 





5 ( ——qWick=50-5=45 (Subtracting 5 











Fun formula 


Expressing the numbers 0 to 20 
(except 17) in terms of four three's: 
343-33 =0 
(3+3) + (3-3) =1 
(+3) + (+3) =2 
(3+3+3) + 
3/3 - (343) = 4 
(343) -(3+3) =5 
343433 =6 
3434318 =7 
(33+3) 
(33)+33=9 
(3-3) +3 = 10 
3/3+38=11 
(3343) + 
3/3 +138 = 13 
(33+3) 43 = 14 
(33) +343 = 15 
3/3+343 = 16 
(3x3) + (3x3) = 18 
3/3+ (3x3) = 19 
3/3+3/3 = 20 
G. Balasubramaniam, Std VIA, 
Kendriya Vidhyalaya No. 1; 
JIPMER, Pondicherry - 
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Please send me 6/12 issues of Gokulam. 
Enclosed is my DD/MO for Rs. 36/- for 6 issues/ 
Rs. 72/- for 12 issues. 

(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 

MY NAME 
MY ADDRES: 











PIN CODE 


Send your filled in forms along with a Demand 
Draft drawn in favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 
GOKULAM (fngish) 


47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
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en years begin at thirteen and 
‘end with the age of nineteen 
With your thirteenth birthday 


behind you, you will hear your parents 

often telling you "you are not a child 

anymore, Behave like a grown up." 
When you enter teens you are ex- 










pected to be more responsible and bi 
have like adults. 
of your little sister or brother. You must 
hold yourself responsible for your 
things. You cannot fight with 
your friend and then come 


GROWING 


running to your parents and cry 
like a baby, You must know how 
to handle defeats and dis- 
appointments, You have to impro 
yourself — both in physical 
appearance and in your mental build- 


You must take care 





up. 
What is teenage? It is the time of 
hard decisions. What you do in your 





teens will determine your entire life. 
You have to find your capabilities. You 
have to learn to know yourself, Your 
talents must be honed, ‘Teen years are 
the preparatory years. They are years 
when you develop yourself, ‘The years 
through the final years in school and 


4% 








college give you ample time to learn 
about yourself, your likes and dislikes, 
your capabilities and your limitations. 


TT: years is the time that nature 
as given human beings to evolve 
adults, Just as your body registers 
dramatic biological changes so does 
your mental build-up undergo a major 
change. You are taught to handle 
money. You learn to develop relation- 


int 





Teen wonder 






ship with your friends and family. tis 
also the time your character develops. 
Yourattitude towards your surrounding 
and your ideas about your society 
matter a lot £0 you. 

It is during your teens you make 
irrevocable decisions in your life. 
‘Though decisions like life-time part- 
ners are still a long way off, your 
relations with people around you make 
or mar your character. 

‘Teen years are years of experimen-¥ 
ting with life. So far, your parents 
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influenced your thoughts. Now, when 
you enter college you see a very diffe- 
rent society. There are a set of people 
who want to achieve something in life. 
College gives you the freedom to learn 
life first hand. College opens up 
avenues for self-expression. While the 
foundation for achievement is laid 
during childhood, i is the teen years 
thac determine success, 

Players like Sachin and Anand who 
exhibited rare talent shone in their 
chosen fields during their teens. Mar- 
tina Hingis who is now 2 household 
name in tennis won her first Wimble- 
don title when she was barely sixteen. 








Ihe twin stars of Indian tennis, 
Mahesh Bhoopathy and Leander 

Paes were still in their teens when they 
won glories for the country. Geet Sethi 
* Experiences during teen years leave in 


won his first championship in billiards 
at eighteen. Steffi Graf and Becker, 
Chris Evert... The list of teenage 
achievers is endless. 

‘Talentin other spheres like theatre, 
arts and academic brilliance show up 
steadily in the performances and takes 
time to mature. In sports, taint 
matures early and by the time the 
player is twenty he has already given 
his career best. 

Incase of other arts, the best period 
of life comes late in life. Teen years 
are the best years for sports. The body 
is pliant and is able to withstand any 
amount of strain. As a player grows 
older his agility reduces and hence by 
‘owenty-five the player has already tired 








and must find better avenues to use 
his talent. 





-n years are the years when you 
learn tocare and share. You can- 
not throw tantrums and getaway 
with it. You have to give and 
take. You have toleam anew why 
you should respect your elders. 
‘Teen years are years of free- 
dom and joy. They are the years 
when you enjoy a happy ride 
into bright furure that you have 
designed for yourself. 

The most heart-rending 
account of World War II came 
from Anne Frank’s diary. Anne 
Frank was a German teen-ager 
who spent her teen life hiding 
from Nazis. She died a victim 





of war. 
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NARAYANAN, AGE - 10, 
MORIAL SCHOOL, 
CHENNAI 








‘COIMBATORE 


\V. CHANDIRAPOORANI, 
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JAYARAM, 
STD viii, 
HYMAMSHU 
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KALAPEETHA, 


BANGALORE. 
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SUPRIYA SAYER, 
STD X, MARIAM NILAYA HS, 
BANGALORE 
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R. SAIRAM, AGE - 10, T.L. 
SCHOOL, CHENNAI 
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IN THE WILD 


ats have evolved from 
B reptiles. They are the first 

successful mammals. 
They live on insects. A bat can 
devour 100 insects in an hour. 
‘Some bats live on fruits. There 
are bats that live on blood too. A 
bat has five fingers on each limb. 
Its thumb is very short and it has 
claws shaped like hooks instead 
of nails. They hang on or climb 
with the help of these claws. 

The bones of their palms are 


the 


not very long. The wing or ‘web- 
like’ skin reaches from shoulder 
to arms and to the ankles. 

Bats have large eyes. Yet, they 
cannot see clearly in total 
darkness. There are 20 varieties 
of bats. The fruit- 
eating bats live in 
Japan, Austral 
Pacific Island, Ind 
Ceylon, Madagascar 
and S. America. The 
flying fox is the 
biggest bat. It has 
red-brown fur and 
has a tail like the fox. 





7B 


flying 
fox is 
the 
largest 
bat. 
They 
damage 
crops 
and are voracious eaters. 

The vampire bats are called 
‘Desmonds' and are considered 
the nastiest of all bats. They 

attack horses, cattle and 

sheep. They make tiny 

holes in flesh and suck 

large quantities of blood. 

Some bats are 

extremely colourful. Ordinarily, 
bats haunt barns, old sheds, 
trees, clefts and cranies, 

A species of bat found in 
‘America lives on fish. Some 
species of bats are white in 
colour. A species of bat found in 
Malaya has a fringe of hair around 
Its neck. The rest of its body is 





* An Indion vampire bot 
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IN THE WILD 


smooth and hairless. 

Bats are devoted mothers. 
They carry their young ones 
wherever they go. The baby bats 
cling to the fur of their mothers. 
‘The fur-less bats have a cushy 
pouch on the underside of their 
body. 


bat's call is called a shriek. 
Their call is a long, high- 
pitched scream, 
Bats are scavengers. They 












make a meal of insects attacking 
crops. Bats’ excreta is used as 
farm manure in the US. Each 
packet of this manure costs any- 
where between 5 and 10 dollars. 
During day, bats rest in large 
colonies on trees, often in the 
middle of a village or town. Bats 
merely suck the juice of fruits. 
‘They spit out the pulp. A small 
fruit-eating bat may eat more 
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IN THE WILD 


than its qwn weight. Usually 
bats first visit a watering hole 
before beginning to feed. They 
briefly touch the water, drinking 
in flight. Some bats emit 
supersonic sound which vibrates 
through the air. If the sound 
comes in contact with an object, 
the sound Is reflected back to 
the bat instantly and It avoids 
collision. Bats are considered 
evil because they are creatures of 
the night. 
Their value as pollinators, 
Insect destroyers and 
dispersers of plant 
seeds is often 
not consi- 
dered by 
orchard 
‘owners. 
Bats only 
feed on over- 
ripe fruits in the 
orchards. 
Bats can be trained to fly and 
snatch a meal of worms held with 
a pair of forceps. 

Different species of bats are 
found to learn easily to take their 
food from human hands. 

Bats can be raised in captivity 
and then released into their 
natural habitat. 

D. Johnson, VIII C, 
KV No. 2, Chennal. 


‘Dest johnson, pl. send your house address. 
nn 


CHECK IT OUT 
CONTEST NO. 7 


Identify this monument. What does it 
depict? Apart from the importance given to 
this monument on Republic Day, this 
structure is remembered on another day for 
@ particular reason, Can you name the day 
and the reason? 

Send in your answers by Feb, 10,99. Ten 
correct entries will be chosen by lots and 
prizes will be awarded to them. Paste this 
coupon on your answer sheet carrying your 
full address and age. 


WELCOMING 
THE OLD 


The year 1999 has been 
dedicated to the aged. Mr. John 
Glenn, the first American astro: "1999 also happens to be the 
naut became the oldest person ast year of the SAARC's decade 
to go to space recently. He said oF the girl child. Let us learn to 
the trip was dedicated to old treat girls as equal to boys and 

not as burdens. 

We are just a year away from 
the millennium. Let's resolve to 
help our grandparents and the 
aged people each of us know. 
Let's pledge to make a better 
person of ourselves. Let us add 
value to our life. 

MAYA, Std. VII, 












= 
| 
1 
4 


| 47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
|_Ekkaduthangal, Chennal - 97. 









Telephones: Elton 
Chibt Remini 

‘Subscription : inland) Annual Re, 
‘Overseas (air Mail) Annual Fis. 400; 


80 Jey ‘9 GOKULAM, 





A\ boy was going to pick 
mangoes from a tree, He met 
a man who asked him."give me 
W half of the mangoes you pick. 





you one from It"" 






nany mangoes 







, How many 
‘e loft and picked? 
Mohit Parikh, Std. VI, 


S. Shanker, age 13, sshwa 


PSSSS, Chennai 












Raw Yi 
ov TV bre 


Shyam 


Snikayth Durr, Std, VIM, Rishi PS, 
Hyderabad 














